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worked as the Medical and Domestic Violence 
Advocate of the Women’s Center and Shelter 
of Greater Pittsburgh to ensure that women 
who have been abused receive the medical 
care, prevention assistance, and other serv-
ices that they need to end violent domestic sit-
uations. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Ms. Burke for her 
efforts in this important cause, and I congratu-
late her on her selection as one of the Robert 
Wood Johnson Community Health Leaders for 
1999. 

f 

A HALLMARK OF A GREAT 
PERSON IN THEIR GENEROSITY 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, today 
we honor a truly great Alaskan: Mrs. Maxine 
Whitney. Mrs. Whitney is a long time Fair-
banks, Alaska resident who, with her husband, 
Jesse, and their construction companies, 
helped develop and build the infrastructure of 
modern day Alaska. While pursuing a very ac-
tive business life, Mrs. Whitney collected what 
was reportedly the world’s largest private col-
lection of Native Alaskan art and artifacts. As 
with many, her avocation became a vocation 
and she purchased a small private museum. 
Mrs. Whitney successfully ran the Eskimo Mu-
seum in Fairbanks for almost 20 years, from 
1969 until the late 1980’s. Throughout her 50 
plus years in Alaska, Mrs. Whitney traveled 
extensively in rural Alaska gaining a deep un-
derstanding and appreciation of Native peo-
ples and cultures. Her museum and collection 
shows intimate knowledge of Native Alaskan 
prehistory, history, and the importance of the 
Native contribution to Alaskan society. 

Mrs. Whitney has provided a legacy for all 
Alaskans and for all Americans. Maxine Whit-
ney recently donated this world-renowned col-
lection to Prince William Sound Community 
College in Valdez, Alaska, part of the Univer-
sity of Alaska system. The collection is known 
as the Jesse & Maxine Whitney Collection and 
is the nucleus of the Prince William Sound 
Community College—Alaska Cultural Center. 
This multi-million dollar donation will provide 
opportunities for people to learn about past 
and present Native Alaskan cultures and the 
natural history of Alaska. In donating the Whit-
ney Collection, Mrs. Whitney has provided an 
educational gem for all who visit and view the 
collection. 

This gift should be celebrated and Mrs. 
Whitney commended for her extreme gen-
erosity to the State of Alaska and the USA. 
Her legacy will enhance the knowledge and 
appreciation of Native cultures across the 
country. It is people like Maxine Whitney, pa-
trons of the arts and education, philan-
thropists, who enrich our lives with their pre-
cious gifts. Mrs. Whitney, thank you. 

TRIBUTE TO BIRCHWOOD SCHOOL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer my sincerest congratulations to the stu-
dents of Birchwood School in Cleveland, OH 
who won at the local and state levels of the 
National History Day competition. These stu-
dents are now competing at the national level. 

National History Day is a program for stu-
dents to study and learn about historical 
issues, ideas, and events. It is a program that 
allows students to academically excel and 
gain intellectual growth throughout the year. 
During the year students develop critical think-
ing and problem solving skills. The theme for 
1999 is ‘‘Science, Technology, Invention in 
History: Impact, Influence, Change.’’ After ana-
lyzing and interpreting their information on the 
topic, the students then present their findings 
in papers, exhibits, performances and media 
presentations that are evaluated by historians 
and educators. 

The following 15 students placed in the top 
two spots at the state competition and are par-
ticipating in the national competition this week. 
They either worked individually or in groups: 
Patrick Costilow, Henna Gn, Nancy Brubaker, 
Jacob Stofan, Katie Tropp, Elyse Meena, 
Grace Hsieh, Christy Kufahi, Joanna West, 
Benjamin Wong, Samuel Chai, Imran Farooqi, 
Paul Ibrahim, Joseph Grabo, Richard Yurko. 

These students have dedicated a substan-
tial portion of their time on their projects. It 
was an intense year for the students at Birch-
wood School, but their hard work and motiva-
tion have paid off. They placed at the top at 
local and state awards and are now on their 
way to winning the nationals. 

I would like to express my congratulations to 
the 15 students at Birchwood School for their 
achievements at local and state level 
competitons and I wish them luck in the na-
tional competition. Birchwood School should 
be proud of the 15 students for their accom-
plishments. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating all those involved for a job well 
done. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on 
rolcall No. 204, my plane was delayed due to 
bad weather. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

JESUS C. TOVES, 1998 NCIS CIVIL-
IAN EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to speak about a deserving individual 

who has been named the Naval Criminal In-
vestigative Service’s 1998 Civilian Employee 
of the Year. Over 40 Resident Agencies, fall-
ing under 13 NCIS field offices, nominate indi-
viduals who have distinguished themselves as 
among the very best in their performance and 
character as candidates for this annual award. 
The headquarters here in Washington, DC, 
makes the final selection. Therefore, it gives 
me great pleasure to announce that this year’s 
NCIS Civilian Employee of the Year, Jesus S. 
Toves—a contemporary of mine and a former 
high school classmate. 

Jess, as he is better known, was born on 
Guam on December 12, 1945. A product of 
the island’s public school system, he is a 
member of the John F. Kennedy High School 
Class of 1965. After graduation, Jess enlisted 
in the United States Air Force. His outstanding 
performance while stationed at Okinawa, the 
Philippines, Las Vegas, California, and Thai-
land, earned him various awards including the 
Air Force Meritorious Service Medal, the Air 
Force Commendation Medal, and the Air 
Force Achievement Medal. After serving for 
twenty-five years, he retired with the rank of 
Master Sergeant. 

In 1992, Jess joined the NCIS as an inves-
tigative assistant. His Air Force service proved 
to be a great asset to him and the NCIS. Jess 
exceeded all expectations and he became an 
integral part of office operations. During a time 
of high turnover within the Special Agents 
Corps on Guam, Jess almost single-handedly 
kept continuity in the office’s administrative 
functions. 

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service is 
a worldwide Federal law enforcement organi-
zation composed of civilians charged to ‘‘pro-
tect and serve’’ the Navy and the Marine 
Corps through a number of law enforcement 
and counter intelligence services. The Agen-
cy’s Civilian of the Year Award is the highest 
honor bestowed upon an NCIS employee who 
is not a special agent. This is why this award 
is so special and this is why I am very proud 
of Jess. 

I join his wife, Carmen, and his five daugh-
ters in applauding his accomplishments. Con-
gratulations, Jess Toves, for having been cho-
sen 1998 NCIS Civilian of the Year. 

f 

ROSA PARKS CONGRESSIONAL 
GOLD MEDAL 

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I am proud and 
honored to be a part of this effort to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to Ms. Rosa Parks. 

Ms. Parks is a hero to the Nation because 
of a simple act of defiance. She refused to 
give up her bus seat in the ‘‘colored’’ section 
to a white passenger after a long day at work 
on December 1, 1955. At that time, seg-
regated institutions were accepted as the way 
of life in Montgomery, AL, and throughout the 
South. Yet, this day was different. The weary 
Ms. Parks, on her way home from a depart-
ment store where she was employed as an 
assistant tailor, decided that her rights as a 
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human being—in this case the right to rest her 
tired feet—were the same as anybody else’s, 
regardless of her color. 

Ms. Parks probably did not consider her ac-
tions extraordinary. After being arrested and 
then being released on bail, Rosa Parks 
agreed to allow her attorney to use her case 
as the focus for a struggle against the system 
of segregation. In December of 1956—just 1 
year later—the Supreme Court ruled the seg-
regation of buses in Montgomery, AL, unlaw-
ful. Through her single act of civil disobe-
dience, Rosa Parks triggered a monumental 
movement in America for both civil and human 
rights. 

Because of her personal conviction, Rosa 
Parks is a true hero, not a glamorized figure 
on a pedestal that our society often promotes, 
but just an ordinary citizen with extraordinary 
courage. She serves as a living example to us 
all that someone has to take a stand for what 
is right, even if it means taking the risk of 
being inconvenienced. I am particularly 
pleased that we are honoring her, not post-
humously, but while she still can ‘‘smell her 
roses.’’ 

f 

EXPRESSING CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ROSA PARKS 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, today we honor Rosa Parks for her 
heroic acts that helped change race relations 
forever in this country. She lit a fire under the 
civil rights movement when on December 1, 
1955 she bravely refused to give up her seat 
on a bus to a white man. Many other people 
were instrumental in the struggle, but her act 
of defiance of an unjust segregation law visibly 
rallied people together and helped change our 
nation. 

Congress is awarding Mrs. Parks a Gold 
Medal because we are proud that she stood 
up for what was right and set in motion the 
chain of events which ultimately led to the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 which ensured that all 
black Americans had the right to equal treat-
ment under the law with white Americans. 

We are proud that her arrest rallied people 
against segregation in a year-long bus boycott 
in Montgomery, Alabama that finally ended 
when the Supreme Court ruled that segrega-
tion of transportation was illegal. 

Several years ago in Richmond, Calif., in 
my congressional district, I had the privilege to 
join with the Richmond NAACP to honor Rosa 
Parks at its annual dinner. She passed on her 
powerful story to younger generations of 
Americans who are working every day to 
achieve racial justice America. 

This medal we bestow upon Mrs. Parks 
sends an important message not just about 
the history of the civil rights movement but 
about the struggles that our society faces 
today. The Gold Medal for Rosa Parks, I 
hope, is a message to all Americans to have 
the courage of your convictions and to stand 
up—or to sit down, whichever may be more 
appropriate—for what you believe is right. As 

Mrs. Parks wrote in her memoir, ‘‘our mistreat-
ment was just not right, and I was sick of it.’’ 

More than forty years after Mrs. Parks’ ar-
rest, despite significant improvements, racial 
divisions are still strong. They show up in all 
elements of society and are still reflected in 
the huge gaps between blacks and white in in-
come and employment, in health and in edu-
cational achievement. Progress is being made, 
to be sure, but it is slow. These gaps should 
be intolerable to all Americans, not just to 
those who must suffer their consequences. 
Most recently, many of my colleagues here 
have also correctly denounced the practice of 
profiling, where police officers stop black mo-
torists for no other reason than they fit the 
profile that the police have decided fits that of 
a criminal. Profiling is being challenged as vio-
lation of these motorists civil rights and this 
practice should indeed be brought to an ab-
rupt halt. 

As we thank Rosa Parks and honor her with 
a Congressional medal, we must also dedicate 
ourselves to carry out her dream of a just and 
tolerant society. Her bold action inspired thou-
sands of Americans to join together to de-
mand change. It should still inspire us to make 
our society a more just and humane place. 

Many people have commemorated the cou-
rageous action of Rosa Parks, including the 
popular and very talented group, The Nevill 
Brothers, who wrote a tribute to her. I could 
not agree with them more when they sing. 
Thank you Miss Rosa 
You were the spark 
That started our freedom movement, 
Thank you Sister Rosa Parks. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE FOR AMERICANS ACT OF 
1999: LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE 
REFUNDABLE TAX CREDITS FOR 
THE PURCHASE OF HEALTH IN-
SURANCE THROUGH A FEHBP- 
TYPE POOLING ARRANGEMENT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 1999 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, the biggest social 
problem facing America today is that one in 
six of our fellow citizens have no health insur-
ance and are all too often unable to afford 
health care. 

About 44 million Americans have no health 
insurance. Despite the unprecedented good 
economic times, the number of uninsured is 
rising about 100,000 a month. It is unimagi-
nable what will happen if and when the econ-
omy slows and turns down. One health re-
search group, the National Coalition on Health 
Care, has estimated that with rising health in-
surance costs and an economic downturn, the 
number of uninsured in the year 2009 would 
be about 61.4 million. 

The level of un-insurance among some 
groups is even higher. For example, in Cali-
fornia it is estimated that nearly 40% of the 
Hispanic community is uninsured. 

An article by Robert Kuttner in the January 
14, 1999 New England Journal of Medicine 
entitled ‘‘The American Health Care System,’’ 

describes the problem well: ‘‘The most promi-
nent feature of American health insurance 
coverage is its slow erosion, even as the gov-
ernment seeks to plug the gaps in coverage 
through such new programs as 
Medicare+Choice, the Health Insurance Port-
ability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), expan-
sions of state Medicaid programs, and the $24 
billion Children’s Health Insurance Program of 
1997. Despite these efforts, the proportion of 
Americans without insurance increased from 
14.2% in 1995 to 15.3% in 1996 and to 16.1% 
in 1997, when 43.4 million people were unin-
sured. Not as well appreciated is the fact that 
the number of people who are under-insured, 
and thus must either pay out of pocket or 
forgo medical care, is growing even faster.’’ 

Does it matter whether people have health 
insurance? Of course it does. No health insur-
ance all too often means important health care 
foregone, with a minor sickness turning into a 
major, expensive illness, or a warning sign ig-
nored until it is fatal. Lack of insurance is a 
major cause of personal bankruptcy. It has 
forced us to develop a crazy, Rube Goldberg 
system of cross-subsidies to keep the ‘safety 
net’ hospital providers afloat. 

Mr. Speaker, what is wrong with us? No 
other modern, industrialized nation fails to in-
sure all its people. I don’t believe we are in-
competent, but our failure to provide basic 
health insurance to all our citizens is a na-
tional disgrace. 

Personally, I would like to see all Americans 
have health insurance through an expansion 
of Medicare to everyone. I am also a co-spon-
sor of Rep. MCDERMOTT’s single payer type 
program, which is modeled on Canada’s suc-
cess in insuring all its people for about 30% 
less than we spend to insure only 84% of our 
citizens. 

But these efforts are not likely to succeed in 
an conservative Congress or in a closely-di-
vided Congress. 

Therefore, yesterday I introduced legislation, 
H.R. 2185, to try another approach—a refund-
able tax credit approach—which I believe can 
be made to work and which is similar to a 
number of bills recently introduced by various 
Republican members. 

Unfortunately, many of these earlier tax 
credit bills don’t work. They either throw 
money at people who already have health in-
surance (e.g., 100% tax deductions for health 
insurance for small employers), provide a piti-
ful amount of money that wouldn’t buy a fig 
leaf of a policy (e.g., a $500 credit bill), or if 
they do provide enough money, waste it by 
providing no ‘pool’ or ‘wholesale’ market and 
forcing people into the retail market where in-
surance companies take 20–30% off the top, 
refuse to insure the sick, and raise rates on 
older people so that the credit is woefully inad-
equate. 

The failures in these bills can be addressed. 
I think my proposal solves many of these 
problems. The idea of a tax credit approach to 
ending the national disgrace of un-insurance is 
a new one, however, and we desperately 
need a series of detailed, thoughtful hearings 
to design a program that will provide real help 
and not waste scarce resources on middle-
men. 

The Health Insurance for Americans Act I 
introduced: 
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